
 

 

SEMINAR LUNCHEON 

Vancouver-Pharmaceutical & BioScience Society 

Event Time:  December 5th, 2017  

  Check-in, Networking & Vendor show:  11:00 am-12:00 pm;  

  Seminar: 12:00-1:30pm 

Speaker:  Dr. John Moffat, Senior Scientist, Small Molecule Drug Discovery, Genentech 

Location:   The Floral Hall at VanDusen Gardens, Oak St. at 37th Ave, Vancouver.  Parking is free. 

General Registration: www.PBSS.org 

Sponsorship: CDN$1250 for major sponsorship; CDN$350 for vendor show. 

Fees:   Free membership; free seminar-luncheon registration (online until November 24th, 
2017); $40 on-site registration (cash or cheque only).  

About the Seminar: 
In recent years, there has been a resurgence in interest in phenotypic drug discovery (PDD) approaches 
based on their potential to address the incompletely understood complexity of diseases and their promise of 
delivering first-in-class drugs, as well as major advances in the tools for cell-based phenotypic screening. 
Nevertheless, PDD approaches also have considerable challenges, such as hit validation and target 
deconvolution. This seminar focuses on the lessons learned by researchers engaged in PDD in the 
pharmaceutical industry and considers the impact of 'omics' knowledge in defining a cellular disease 
phenotype in the era of precision medicine, introducing the concept of a chain of translatability. 

About the Speaker:  

John G. Moffat is a senior scientist in the Department of Biochemical and Cellular Pharmacology, Small 
Molecule Drug Discovery at Genentech, San Francisco, USA. In addition to leading phenotypic screening and 
target identification initiatives at Genentech, his group supports oncology target-based drug discovery 
programmes with high-throughput screening and automated cell-based assays. His primary research interest 
is in using quantitative cell biology and chemical biology to define the relationships between biochemical 
and phenotypic profiles of small-molecule drug candidates. 

Who should attend:  
Those working in academia and industry, pharmaceutical research and development, clinical development, 
regulatory affairs, and drug safety in general.  

Contact us: Info.vancouver@pbss.org 

Opportunities and challenges in phenotypic drug discovery: an 
industry perspective 


